BRIDGE is a joint programme conducted by the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) and
Innosuisse – the Swiss Innovation Agency. It offers two funding opportunities at the intersection of basic
research and science-based innovation, Proof of Concept and Discovery.
BRIDGE Proof of Concept is aimed at young researchers who wish to develop an application or service
based on their research results. These projects can target innovations of all kinds in all research areas.
160 projects have been financed so far. Remarkably, the 121 projects funded between 2017-2020 have
already led to 79 start-ups.
Since its launch in 2017, Proof of Concept has been open to BSc/MSc and PhD level applicants.
However, only 20% of all project proposals were submitted by BSc or MSc graduates. The BRIDGE
Steering Committee strongly believes that we haven’t yet been able to benefit from the full potential of
junior applicants. For this reason, BRIDGE is launching a special call in June 2022 exclusively for
applicants with a Bachelor’s or a Master’s degree. Approximately 1 million francs have been made
available for the call.
The submission deadline is 5 September 2022, and the platform for submitting proposals will open at the
beginning of June, in parallel with the regular call for Proof of Concept proposals. Parallel submissions are
not permitted, but applicants eligible for the special call can also decide to submit their project to the
regular call instead. The BRIDGE Office will organise a webinar explaining the goals of the BRIDGE
programme and the proposal submission process. The webinar will take place in June and will be
announced on our website www.bridge.ch and via the social media channels of the SNSF and Innosuisse.
At your request, we would also be happy to present BRIDGE at, e.g., an online event for your institution.
We kindly ask you to spread the word for this special call among your BSc and MSc students and soon-tobe graduates. For further information, please don’t hesitate to contact the BRIDGE Office or visit our
website.
Best regards,
Christian Brunner, Thomas Di Franco, Nicole Jacquemin-Rhyn
(The BRIDGE Office)
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